


































































































twenty-fifth and thirtieth birthdays, would need to be replaced, a very real concern on an isolated Island. While the
consultants have dismissed this issue as not a criterion for ward boundary review, it is fundamental to equity within
the Township and certainly within any ward that encompasses the Island part of the mainland. Any changes to
representation must be matched by changes to achieve equitable Township wide service delivery and standards.
Trust
To weaken the Island voice by combining Island representation with some portion of the mainland would further
challenge the relationship and in Islanders’ minds is unthinkable. One vote out of seven has worked and can
continue to work especially when decisions are made for the greater good and reflect values of fairness and
integrity. I could not find a Council decision of significant concern to Wards 2 or 3 that was not approved due to the
singular Island representative.
Uniqueness of Island Issues
The ferry issue requires a significant amount of Councillor time and will not disappear anytime soon. While
Councillor Willis has been extremely effective in educating Council and staff that the ferry does not impact the
Loyalist tax bill, mainland residents and indeed some Councillors still believe that the ferry is a burden to the
community. Ferry operation and the provincial relationship are challenging and the Island is privileged to have great
crews but the issues are unique and ongoing and require significant research, patience and time.
Emergency preparedness and services are equally challenging. Response times far exceed provincial standards,
some equipment is outdated, and an Island emergency evacuation plan needs to be formulated.
Turbines may once agin be proposed. Climate change and the ffect on lake levels is real.
The dozen volunteer Island organizations and the churches have done a great job of partnering to offer limited
medical services on the Island, a community café, a museum and cultural centre, a fine arts and craft shop, an
agricultural facility, Island beautfication, a market, a lending library, recreational programs, meeting places, medical
equipment lending library and so much more. But there continues to be a real need for a community centre to meet
community needs and to create stable revenue streams. Dedicated Councillor advocacy is essential.
Conclusion
Amherst Island is the gem of Lake Ontario to be celebrated as a unique component of the County and Township.
Island living is a privilege that demands resiliency and flexibility as isloation, lack of services, and reliability of access
to the mainland can be challenging. It’s hard to convey the sense of community and unique way of living that can
only be appreciated by a Councillor who resides on the Island and shares both the challenges and the solutions.
Islanders care. We show up as evidenced by participation on this issue, vibrancy funds, turbines, ferry matters and
so on. We vote. Indeed Island muncipal turnout in the 2022 municipal election for the Office of Mayor was about
43% well above Ward 2 at 26% and Ward 3 at 20%. We support each other and appreciate our lodge, sheep farms,
general store, mariners. Fishermen, birders, small businesses, visitors, and Township staff.
At a time of great world instability and angst, a change to ward boundaries is not warranted.
For all of these reasons, the Island needs a dedicated representative and advocate able to devote the time and
energy to complex issues and to ensure that the voice of the Island is not only heard but respected and valued.
Please support Option 1 or 2.

Q9

Multi Choice

 Was there another example that you like as well?

Example 2

Q10

Long Text

 Explain your reasons for choosing your alternate preference example.

While I am confident that Council will make the right decision to retain Amherst Island as Ward 1, some justification
for this important decision may be helpful. Amherst Island needs and deserves a dedicated voice to represent its
unique and diverse issues. Councillors Ashley, Townend and Willis have served the Island well and the tradition of a
singular Councillor with sole responsibility for the Island is essential. Consequently, I support Options 1 and 2.
Heritage - Over 225 years of Singular Island Representation Works Well
When the Province was first divided into counties, Amherst belonged to a county of Islands called Ontario which
became a Township in the County of Lennox and Addington in 1798. Among the early settlers in 1803 were the
Wemps, McGinnises, McDonalds, McMullens, and Hitchens, proud names with descendants that continue as Island
landowners. The Township of Amherst Island continued for over two hundred years until 1998 when it was
amalgamated by provincial order with the Village of Bath and the Township of Ernestown to create Loyalist
Township.
The provincial order specified that the Township shall have three wards
i) Ward 1 conposed of the entire former Township of Amherst Island (1 Councillor);
ii) Ward 2 composed of the entire former Village of Bath (1 Councillor) and
iii) Ward 3 composed of the entire former Township of Ernestown (3 Councillors).
Today’s Council continues as ordered by the Province and while Islanders were generally opposed to amalgamation,
the arrangement was reluctantly accepted over the last quarter century and has worked well. 225 years of singular,
effective Island representation should not be abandoned.
Service Equity a Fundamental Requirement of Options 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7
One justification for an earlier decision about vibrancy funds was that the Township was one community and the
funds should benefit the entire community. But this logic has never been extended to the provision of services.
While Islanders pay the same tax rate, they routinely receive notices about mainland garbage pick-up, recycling pick-
up, leaf and brush pick-up, recreational facilities and Township programs among other services. A recent decision to
enter into agreements with the school board for the use of the public school and to support the AI Recreation
Committee has addressed the recreation issues to some extent.
This disparity in service delivery has been explained. This lack of common service level standards would be an
insurmountable challenge for a councillor charged with representing both the Island and a portion of the mainland.
How could a councillor possibly justify that an important portion of the ward was not provided with the same basic
services?
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Similarly asset and infrastructure management programs would need to be amended to bring Island roads,
streetlighting, and the two sidewalks up to muncipal standards. Vintage fire support vehicles approaching their
twenty-fifth and thirtieth birthdays, would need to be replaced, a very real concern on an isolated Island. While the
consultants have dismissed this issue as not a criterion for ward boundary review, it is fundamental to equity within
the Township and certainly within any ward that encompasses the Island part of the mainland. Any changes to
representation must be matched by changes to achieve equitable Township wide service delivery and standards.
Trust
To weaken the Island voice by combining Island representation with some portion of the mainland would further
challenge the relationship and in Islanders’ minds is unthinkable. One vote out of seven has worked and can
continue to work especially when decisions are made for the greater good and reflect values of fairness and
integrity. I could not find a Council decision of significant concern to Wards 2 or 3 that was not approved due to the
singular Island representative.
Uniqueness of Island Issues
The ferry issue requires a significant amount of Councillor time and will not disappear anytime soon. While
Councillor Willis has been extremely effective in educating Council and staff that the ferry does not impact the
Loyalist tax bill, mainland residents and indeed some Councillors still believe that the ferry is a burden to the
community. Ferry operation and the provincial relationship are challenging and the Island is privileged to have great
crews but the issues are unique and ongoing and require significant research, patience and time.
Emergency preparedness and services are equally challenging. Response times far exceed provincial standards,
some equipment is outdated, and an Island emergency evacuation plan needs to be formulated.
Turbines may once agin be proposed. Climate change and the ffect on lake levels is real.
The dozen volunteer Island organizations and the churches have done a great job of partnering to offer limited
medical services on the Island, a community café, a museum and cultural centre, a fine arts and craft shop, an
agricultural facility, Island beautfication, a market, a lending library, recreational programs, meeting places, medical
equipment lending library and so much more. But there continues to be a real need for a community centre to meet
community needs and to create stable revenue streams. Dedicated Councillor advocacy is essential.
Conclusion
Amherst Island is the gem of Lake Ontario to be celebrated as a unique component of the County and Township.
Island living is a privilege that demands resiliency and flexibility as isloation, lack of services, and reliability of access
to the mainland can be challenging. It’s hard to convey the sense of community and unique way of living that can
only be appreciated by a Councillor who resides on the Island and shares both the challenges and the solutions.
Islanders care. We show up as evidenced by participation on this issue, vibrancy funds, turbines, ferry matters and
so on. We vote. Indeed Island muncipal turnout in the 2022 municipal election for the Office of Mayor was about
43% well above Ward 2 at 26% and Ward 3 at 20%. We support each other and appreciate our lodge, sheep farms,
general store, mariners. Fishermen, birders, small businesses, visitors, and Township staff.
At a time of great world instability and angst, a change to ward boundaries is not warranted.
For all of these reasons, the Island needs a dedicated representative and advocate able to devote the time and
energy to complex issues and to ensure that the voice of the Island is not only heard but respected and valued.
Please support Option 1 or 2.

Q11

Long Text

 Is there anything else you want the consultants to know so they can recommend ward configurations that
truly reflect the interests of the residents of Loyalist Township?

The consultants' report is generally well done but has excluded heritage, the history of Council decision-making,
service delivery equity, accountability and complexity and uniqueness of issues from the analysis. Simply drawing
lines on a map does not reflect community needs.

The public engagement process appeared to be comprehensive but did not engage the public in discussion that
permitted exchange of views and dialogue. For example, no Town Hall format was offered.

One of the early questions on the survey did not offer distinct choices about the respondent's location. For example,
Stella is part of Amherst Island.

Formatting has regretably been deleted from reponses.
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